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Six COE students selected as 2017 SOAR Leaders
May 8, 2017

Pictured (l-r): Mickey Watson, Veronika Snuggs, Hutch Swafford, Ashleigh Harris, Megan King, and
Michelle Nurse.

Being named one of Georgia Southern’s Orientation, Advisement, and Registration (SOAR) Leaders is an
honor. Numerous students complete a rigorous application and interview process to be considered for
these coveted positions.
This year, the College of Education (COE) is proud to announce that six of the 26 SOAR Leaders are
education majors. COE students in the 2017 SOAR Leaders cohort include: Ashleigh Harris, Megan King,
Michelle Nurse, Veronika Snuggs, Hutchinson “Hutch” Swafford and Micaiah “Mickey” Watson.
Ashleigh Harris is a junior middle grades education major from Evans, GA. She is the captain of the
Southern Pride Color Guard, a peer-leader and a member of the Phi Eta Sigma honor society. Harris

explains that when attending SOAR as an incoming freshman, her most impactful experience was the
SOAR Leaders presentation.
“My favorite part of SOAR was the presentation, ‘Who Will You Be,’” she said. “It was so powerful, I will
probably never forget it. It showed me what it meant to be a part of this amazing community and what
this university stands for and against. Watching this presentation, I knew even more than ever that I
picked the perfect university.”
Megan King is a senior early childhood education major from Roswell, GA. Along with serving as a SOAR
leader, she is a member of the Southern Leaders program. King says that since arriving on campus,
Georgia Southern has always felt like home.
“From the moment I took my first tour, walking down the pedestrian felt easy and comforting,” she said.
“‘Large-scale, small-feel’–no slogan has ever spoken more truth than this one, and I appreciate every
inch of campus and all the opportunities offered here.”
Michelle Nurse is a junior middle grades education major from Lilburn, GA. She is a member of several
organizations including the Residence Hall Association, Southern Ambassadors, Southern Leaders,
Women of Worth and Active Minds. Nurse says her best advice for students is to “get out there and
explore everything Georgia Southern has to offer.”
“Join some organizations and really develop a passion for your school,” she added.
Veronika Snuggs is a senior early childhood education major from Marietta, GA. She is a returning SOAR
leader and serves as a Southern Ambassador, Community Leader, Community Assistant, a Conference
Services Assistant and the Sousaphone Section Leader for the Southern Pride Marching Band. Snuggs
says her favorite part of SOAR as an incoming freshman was the Spirt and Traditions session.
“Georgia Southern has so many traditions, and I felt like I was becoming a student when I was learning
about the cool things that the students here do,” she explained.
Hutch Swafford is a senior middle grades education major from Dalton, GA. He is a Southern
Ambassador, a student worker in the Office of Admissions and serves on the leadership team for a
campus ministry group. Swafford says he chose Georgia Southern because he feel in love with the
campus.
“My junior year of high school, I walked around the campus with my family and we all loved it and the
people were friendly, and I knew then that Georgia Southern is where I was supposed to go to school,”
he said.
Mickey Watson is a senior early childhood education major from Warner Robins, GA. Along with serving
as a SOAR Leader, he is actively involved in Greek Life. Watson says his favorite place on campus is
Sweetheart Circle.
“It’s full of charm and tradition and is a beautiful place to have a picnic,” he explained.
Watson and Harris will serve as the SOAR leaders for the incoming College of Education students.
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Team Lori and COE raises over $15k for Relay for Life
May 8, 2017

When the festivities of Bulloch County’s 2017 Relay for Life were
concluded on Friday, April 28, Team Lori and the College of Education (COE) had not only met but
exceeded their goal set for fundraising activities.
With a total of $15,376 raised by the team members and fundraising events, Team Lori and COE topped
their goal of meeting last year’s fundraising total of approximately $12,000. The team hosted a chili sale
as well as hot dog lunches along with their annual silent auction fundraiser to help gather funds for the
American Cancer Society.
“We have a new record,” said Lori Wiggins, team captain and Bulloch County Relay co-chair. “Team Lori
and COE raised an impressive amount of money were the top fundraisers of any college team.”
The team was also represented for the Relay event’s “Whip Cancer with a Pie-in-the-Face” fundraiser.
Over $500 was raised to see John Ramfjord, associate director of annual giving for the COE, receive a pie
in the face from five-year-old Morgan Draper, daughter for faculty member Christine Draper. Click here
to watch the video of Ramfjord taking a pie to the face.
“I want to thank everyone for their support,” said Wiggins. “I am looking forward to the 2017-2018 Relay
year and expanding our team to additional COE faculty and staff and exceeding our new fundraising
record!”
Wiggins is serving a two-year term of co-chair for the Bulloch County Relay alongside Chris Wiggins of
Sea Island Bank. The 2017 Relay for Life fundraising grand totals for Bulloch County were over $110,000.
If you are interested in joining Team Lori and COE for the 2017-2018 Relay for Life season, please
contact Lori Wiggins at lwiggins@georgiasouthern.edu.

